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ANSWER TO THOMAS NOXON’S RE- 
QUEST. 
( Continued from page 178.) 

2. The doctrines and practices of the Rom- 
ish Church were sufficiently corrupt to be pro- 
tested. 

Imperfection (notwithstanding “what the 
Church of Rome may say to the contrary) ts 
attached to all mankind. Wf we say we are 
perfect, that also shall prove us perverse.— 
There is no infallible man, nor infallible church 
on earth. Infallibility, it is true, does in some 
things belong to every rational creature, but the 
limit is very small and circumscribed. Every 
man knows (and one man knows equally with 
another) that he exists. A pope has no more 
infallibility in this knowledge than other men, 
not any more than the meanest slave. All men 
equally know that they must die, and there ts: 
the same infallibility, respecting this knowledge, | 
in the unlettered savage, that there is in a Pope | 
of Rome, or Romish Church. All men know, ; 
that they have certain inalienable rights, suchas 
“life, liberty dnd the pursuit of happiness,” | 
and this is known asinfallibly by other men and | 
by all other men as by a Pope or Romish; 
Church. Other points of knowledge men may 
possess, some in a greater or less degree, ac- 
cording to the degree of light and privileges 
they have enjoyed. But no man was ever per- 
fect in knowledge or conformity to God. We 
do not except the prophets, the apostles in gen- 
eral, nor Peter in particular, nor apy of his suc- 
cessors the Popes. H any man has ever been 
inspired to speak or write, it is unquestionably 
true that whatever hath been sp ken or written 
under the guidance of inspiration must be infal- 
lible. But whenever men pretend to infallibili- 
ty when it is certain that they are uninspired, 
they become the most dangeious niembers of 
society; fur whenever the first principles ot 
justice, humanity and compassion, (principles 
in which every man is a judge) are taken trom 
us; when life and liberty are denied us, from a 
pretension that God is served herein and the 
canse of religion promoted; it is certain that 
those principles in which all men are infallible, 
are outraged by a pretension to principles, 
which never were nor can be consistent with the 
nature and commands of God. On this ground 
we shall see that the doctrines and practices of 
the Romish Church have been sufficiently cor- 
Tupt to be protested. 

_ We are seusible that doctrines have a great 
influence on men’s practice, so that, in all ages 
and countries, the practices of men have corres- 











ponded with their creeds. Thus the pagan 
worships his idol ; the Mahometan destroys all, 


who deny his prophet ; the Jew is tenacious of 


the ancient rituals and shadows; the disci- 
ples of Calvin have a partial charity and a pav- 
tial dislike to men, according as God, in their 
judgment, has decreed; tire followers of Armin- 
ius attend the round of external means to pro- 
cure the favor of their God, aud the Roman 
Pontiff comes forward with fire and red hoi 
plates of iron tu destroy all of every nation, who 
will not fall down and acknowledge hin as the 
infallible head of the church on earth. 

I deny not the multiplicity ef errors in doc- 
trine and practice among the protestants; but 
yet 1 do deny the infallibility of the pope and 
church of Rome, and, for the following reasons, 
declare that many of her doctrines and practi- 
ces ought to be protested. The history of the 
dark ages of popery is known to all, who read 
church history with attention. The degraded 
and distressed situation of christian Europe ex- 
ceeded that of the heathen world. To prove 
this let facts be submitted to the candid. 

1. ‘The scriptures were prohibited to be read 
or even possessed by the people. dt was a 
crime, and subjected a man to the punishment 
of death to possess a bible. The reason assign- 
ed for this prohibition, was the danger of men’s 
abuse of the scripture, and drawing false con- 
clusions and adopting wrong and heterodox doc- 
trines, together with this declaration, that it is 
enough for men to believe as the church be- 
lieves. This cut cff man not only from the 
benefit of scripture, but even from the use of 
reason. Consequently it was as dangerous to 
a man’s peace, to his credit and life to exercise 
his reason or call in question the truth of any 
doctrine of the Romish Church, as it was to 
possess orread a bible. ‘This is to degrade man 
to tlie level of a brute so far as bare restriction 
can do it. Add to this an host of snies upon, 
and informers of every action and word, which 
was necessary to consummate the degradation 
of mankind. ‘Thus was Europe bound in this 
chain for many centuries; ignorance was the 
mother of devotion; a zea! (not according to 
knowledge) actuated the great mass of the 
people, and the clergy enriched themselves and 
the churches with their spoils. 

This alone was a sufficient reason why the 
church of Rome should be protested. A refor- 
mation from Popery was absolutely necessary, 
if no other reason liad existed. It is plain to 
common sense, thai if a revelation from God 
were necessary for the people, that that neces- 
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sity could never be satisfied only by its being, 
known by the people; and their knowledge of 
it must depend in a great measure upon their 
reading and perusal of it. 

2. The real presence or transubstantiation, 
or that the bread and wine in the eucharist are 
changed into the real body and blood of Christ ; 
is a doctrine, which confounds the sense and 
reason of mankind, and tends so greatly to 
idolatry, that it called loudly for a reform in 
the church. ‘Thousands had suffered for their 
disbelief of this doctrine, and had protested a- 
gainst it before the reformation took place ; but 
they did it at the peril of their lives. Many 
things in scripture, which are agreeable to rea- 
son are yet above our comprehension ; but this 
doctrine contradicts our reason, confounds our 
senses, and is incomprehensible in every point 
of view. No one will dispute the power of 
God to efiect such a change; but it must bea 
miraculous power ;/ and the bread and wine if 
ever so changed, were changed when Christ in- 
stituted this feast, and if changed then into his 
body (for he says this is. my body) then not 
only the disciples did eat the body of Christ, 
but Christ eat his own body, and drank his 
own blood. There is another weighty objec- 
tion to the real presence, viz. that Christ would 
drink it new with the disciples in his father’s 
kingdom. Mat. xxvi. 29. In the kingdom of 
God. Mark xiv. 25. Luke xxi. 16. I will noi 
any more eat thereof, until it be fulfilled in the 
kingdom of God. 18. FT will not drink, &e. 
until the kingdom of God shall come. From 
all these passages, it is plain that Christ, (if the 





real preseuce were in the cucharist) not only did 
eat, but would again eat his own body and 
drink his own blood, in the kingdom of God 
or when that kingdom should come. ‘The sac- 
rifice, therefere of the mass is considered idol- 
atrous aad to be rejected. It supposes that 
Christ is offered as often as the mass is celebra- 
ted. But St. Panl informs us, Heb. x. 12. But 
this man after he had offered one sacrifice for 
sins, forever sat down on the right hand of God. 
13. For by one offering he hath perfected for- 
ever them that are sanctified. 

3. Another practice, which made the reform- 
ation necessary, was that of pardoning sins, as 
the church of Rome pretend, together with sel- 
ling indulgences, praying for the dead, praying 
men out of purgatory 5 praying to saints, to 
angels, and the Virgin Mary. Through every 
period of the dark ages, there were many who 
had great objections to these practices, but the 
fear of the flames kept many from manifesting 
their dissatisfaction, while others, ruany others 
suffered the cruelest torments for their objec- 
tion against these corruptions. We find that 
all these prayers must be paid for by the ignor- 
ant people, who, in this way, are deceived by 
the Romish priests. ‘They call the Virgin Ma- 
ry the mother of God, and pay divine honors 





in the time of the reformation, and dewn to this 


period, as great deviations and departures from 
the purity and simplicity of the gospel. The 
gospel was never designed to rob men of their 
money, nor to deceive their understanding. A 
practice thus unfounded either in scripture or 
reason, was a sufficient cause why that church 
should be protested. 

4. Another reason for protesting the Romish 
church, was its injustice, rivlence and persecu- 
tion 3 Infalibillity being always pretended by 
that church, has been the ostensible reason, 
why she has justified herself in the practice. 
Thus from being of the number of those who 
are persecuted for 1ighteousness sake,: she be- 
came the greatest persecutor, that was’ ever on 
earth. She has literally been drunken with the 
blood of the martyis of Jesus. We need only 
to contemplate the horrors of mankind, produ- 
ced by the Romisk church in every state in Eu- 
rope, in burning and banishing, imprisoning. 
and ina thousand ways destroying the lives, 
aud seizing on the property of suffering men 
and women. And why has this been her prac- 
tice? Because she has claimed to herself in- 
fallibility, and that all are heretics, who do not 
conform to her creed and drink of her cup.— 
Hence she has always claimed it as her right, 
and that she is in duty bound to destroy all, 
who dissent from ler. ‘Thus thousands and 
thousands have fled from their native land to 
avoid her bloody hands ; millions have suffered 
the flames, the rack and the gibbet, and other 
torments too numereus to be rehearsed. Look 
at the inquisition, the most unreasonable and 
dreadful tribunal ever erected by man; the suf- 
fering of innocence in those dungeons of des- 
pair, where justice is a stranger, and where mer- 
cy never comes; look, I say, at these proceed- 
ings, and then say, if you can, that there was 
not sufficient reason to protest against such a 
inystery of iniquity! A selt-vightevus spirit in 
the Jowest degree was always intolerant; but 
when a man assumes to himself perfection, and 
becomes infallible in his own estimation, he is 
the most dangerous of all men. It would be 
as safe to meet a bear, robbed of her whelps, xs 
such a man in his fully. 

(To be continued. } 





COMMENT 
On the last paragrapl. f thexx. chap. of Revelation 
with tts connexions and context ; 
By Rev. L. C. ‘Topp. 

* And I saw a great white throne, and him tha! 
sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away; and there was fourd no place for them. 

‘And I saw the dead, small and great, stand be- 
fore God: and the books were opened, and another 
book was opened, which is the book of life: and the 
dead were judged cut of those things which were 
written in the books according to their works. 

** And the sea gave up ihe dead which were in il; 
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were 
in them ; and tiey were judged every man accor- 
ding to their werks. ? 

* And death and hell were cast into the Jake o! 
fire. “his is the second denth. 
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~"« ‘And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life, was cast into the lake of fire.” 
SECTION I. 

| know this isa part of a very dark book, on which 
the best capacity is liable toerror, And I know 
some part of it appears to favor the current opinion 
of ajudgment in a future world. But, notwithstan- 
ding, the ambiguity of the style, and its apparent 
meaning; some serious attention to it may lead us to 
vew and useful conceptions of it. 1, therefore, pro- 
pose to examine it, in the spirit of meekness and 
eandor, with a fervent desire that the cause of truth 
may Ue promoted by the attempt. 

[shall undertake first, to inquire, whether we 

ought to construe the passage ina literal sense. Sec- 
ondly, I shall comment upon its context; and third- 
ly, I shall consider the passage itself particularly. 
” The above passage partakes much of the charac- 
teristic style of the Apocalypse, which abounds with 
figures, images, metaphors, parables, and allegories, 
which so obscure the meaning, tliat it cannot be sup- 
posed a damning ain to mistake the true purport of 
some parts of it. 

Dr. Blair says, that “of parables, which form a 
part of allegory, the prophetical writings are full; 
and if tous they sometimes appear obscure, we must 
remember, that, in those early times, it was univer- 
-ally the mode throughout ali the nations, to con- 
vey sacred truths, under some mysterious fig- 
ures aud representations.” And besides this, the 
holy spirit may have designed, that, man shall pro- 
cure wisdom and knowledge by the exercise of rea- 
son, as well as bread by the sweat of his face. So the 
soul must labor for her food, as well as the body, 
which is the proper exercise, interest, and health of 
both. We aight as well fold up our haods, and lie 
down in sloth, expecting God to put food in our 
mouths, and cloths upon our backs, as to expect him 
io reveal the mysteries of truth tous without our ex- 
ertions, Shall we then take the prophesy before us 
inits literal sense. Can any one suppose, that Jeho- 
vah silts upon a literal throne of gold, or marble, or 
any other substance of a white color? Does not the 
idea deny the universal presence of God? Does it 
no: bring the :eity, who presides in boundless space, 
and controls more systems of worlds, than the parti- 
cles of this earth, down to the shape and form of 
man, witha literal face? Can we think, that God’s 
literal features are so fierce and terrific, that they 
will frighten the literal earth and heaven so far away, 
that they will have no place? It will he recollected 
thatafter the earth and heaven are said to have fled 
away, it is said, ‘* And the sea gave up the dead which 
verve tn it.” Which implies, that, if the literal earth 
and heaven had fled away, the sea had not gone with 
then! Let me further ask, in what part of space 
is this literal throne to be erected? Is Jeity upon 
the same throne now ; or does he govern the world 
asa republic; and in some future period means to 
assume the regal sceptre, crown, and throne? If 
the dead are to be literally raised soul and body, and 
stand before this throne, what will they stand on 
when heaven and earth are both fled out cf space? 
Observe, reader, I am only asking questions, in or- 
der that you may contrive out some rational answer 
on the supposition of a /iteral construction. And if, 
such answers cannot be found, we shali be compelled 
to conclude, that the passage is not a literal declara- 
tion of things to come, but an allegorical representa- 
tion of some great event which is to occur. Then, 
let me inquirefurther ; does God sit upon this throne, 
aad literally keep a book before him, in which he 
writes down the actions of all men? If so, what 
Kind of a thing is the literal booe of life, which is to 
ie opened with the others? Inverse 13, we are in- 








formed, tnat ‘death and hell delivered up the dead 
which were in them.’ Now this hell is supposed by 
some, to mean a place of future endless misery. It 
has been, therefore, supposed, that the victims of this 
hell, arethen to come forth before this great white 
throne fortrial. But 1 would just ask—and would 
to heaven, there could be an answer—why are they 
to betried? If their character and fate, were at 
first determined, why a trial afterwards? If not de- 
termined, why send them there, thousands of years 
before their trial? Why must they roll in the scor- 
ching waves, ages befere it is determined whether 
they are christians or not? But it will be said, God 
knows from the beginning how their fateis to be.— 

Then let me press the question, why a formal trial ? 
God knows }t at first; the sinner being in bell, of 
course, would find it out; and saints and angels, 
deriving their main comfort from the sight of their 
wicked neighbors and relations in hell, (as has been 

believed) would know it likewise, and the Devil could 

not be ignorant of the fact. For what purpose, then, 

is this trial? Is it to hold out the fur of retribution, 
and the appearance of furgiveness and justice before 

the universe? This reminds tne of an opivion near- 

ly related to it, which is, that God not only knew 

their fate before their trial, but dceereed it before 

their existence, yet, kept this a secret, from most of 

men, and revealed a contrary will, that all men 

should be saved, in order to hold forth the appearance 

of clemency, mercy, apd justice tothe world. 1 

would also inquire, low they are to be taken across 

the great gulf which is supposed to intervene be- 

tween hell and the throne? From a certain para- 

ble, which speaks of a gulf, it has been contended, 

that none can be saved from hell. Now if this par- 

able be rightly applied, how is it possible the damn- 
ed can come out for trial? Some say the gulf may 

be destroyed, (Isaiah xl. 4.) and all be saved without 
crossing the gulf atall. But orthodoxy says the guif 
will never be destroyed, and can never be passed, 
either from liecaven to hell, or from hell to heaven; 
and ali this, to oppose the salvation of sinners after 
punishment! Then the same orthodoxy turns about 
and gravely tells us, the sinner can be talren across 
the gulf from hell to heaven for tria!, and then taken 
across again from heaven to bell! Strange, she 
should sce soclearly an imaginary argument against 
her opponent, and not perceive a real one against 
herself. Butto proceed, we read, verse 14th, ‘ wind 
death and hell were cast into the iake of fire.” Now 
must we believe, here, that Ae/d means a place of 
endless inisery, and that the lake of fire means the 
same? If so, it wouldseem, that one lake of fire is 
emptied into another, or one place of endless misery 
turned into another one! ! 

The reader may say, that the expression very 
much favors the idea of a literal resurrection and 
judgment afterwards. This is very true—but I am 
satisfied the whole is figurative, aud alludes to great 
national and religious revolutions. You will do well 
to consider the bold figures and metaphors which 
characterize the whole book. Belold the seven 
stars in the right hand of the Son of man; (i. 16) the 
book with seven seals; (v. 1) the four beasts full of 
eyes,and six wings eacli; (iv. 6) the person upon 
the white horse, going forth conquering and to con- 
quer; (v. 2) the seven trumpets and seven vials of 
wrath; (vin. 2, also xv. 7) the star which fell from 
heaven, unto which star was given the key of the 
bottomless pit; (ix. 1) the angel which came down 
from heaven, clothed with a cloud and rain-bow, and 
stood, one foot on the land and the other on the sea; 
(x.) the woman in Aeaven with child, clothed with 
the sun, and the moon under her feet, and upon her 
head, twelve stars; anda red dragon also in heaven, 
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18§ 
with seven heads and ten horns, who drew with his 
faila third part of the stars of heaven; (xii.) also the 
beast which rose up out of (he sea, with seven heads, 
‘and ten horns, and ail the world wondering after 
him; (xivi.) the sea of glass mingled with fire, and 
the conquerors of the beast standing upon this sea of 
glass, with the harps of God; (xv. 2) the New Jeru- 
salem coming down from heaven, built of gems and 
gold, witha river of pure water in its street; (Xx1.) 
anangel descending with a key and great chain, to 
bind and suut up Satan. (xx.) What think ye, of 
all these things, and many more? Were they literad 
facts? If you can think so, you may as well peruse 
this investigation no farther. But if yon can believe 
them only strong and figurative predictions of future 
events, which were to mark the progress of chris- 
tianity on earth; why not believe, a resurrection of 
the dead, the burning of death and hell, and a lake 
of fire and brimstone, are also a grand description of 
politica! and religious revolutions, which have no al- 
lusion to future existence. As veu see it may he so, 
I wish to make it evident, that it really asso. ‘This 
resurrection is the second one spoken of in the chap- 
ter. The first is one thousand years previous to this. 
The subjects of the first are to live and reign with 
Christ between the first and second resurrections. 
These have been suypo ed the subjects of heaven; 
and that all the subjects of the sccond resurrecticn 
are the certain victuns of endless misery. But so 
far from this, the text says nothing of endless misery, 
but only affirms that they are to be judged according 
to their works ; which implies, that they shall receive 
a diversity of rewards and punishments according to 
their actions, whether good or bad. And, besides, 
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they are to ve judged out of the things writtenin the 
books; and one of the beoks, ven know, is a boels | 
of life. And we are told, that such as were not found | 


written in the book of life, were cast into the Jake of 
fire. This implics, that some, in the second resur- 
rection, were written inthe book of life, and ef 
course will not be endlessly miserable, even if the 
lake of fire be such a place. It thereioie foiiows, 
that if this be a literal resurrection, then part of the 
saints rise first, and live with Christ a thousand years ; 


to judgment. Now we wil! see how this idea will 
accord with other scriptures upon a resurrection. 
Christ says, “ Marvel not at this: for the hour is 
coming, in the which, all that are in their graves 
shall hear his voice, and come forth; they that have 


tion.” —Johbn v. 28, 29. 

Hence it appears, that Christ and the Reveiator, 
do not allude to the same resurrection; for the one 
brings ad/ that are in their graves forth together in a 
single hour ; and the other sces athousand years be- 
tween the first and the last part. Which shall we 
say is literal? That they both are is impossible. [ 
know not which account appears most like a literal 
resurrection. If wesay that they hoth aliude to the 
same event, how can we reconcile the two different 
accounts so as to believe both? If they both allude 
to the same event, must not one or the other or both 
be incorrect? And iftheydo not both allude to a 
literal resurrection, how can we prove that either of 
them do? We cannot; but the book of God will 
prove the contrary. Neither ofthe abcve passages 
can meana litera] resurrection to future being; be- 
cause neither of them agrees with what is revealed 
respecting such a resurreciion. No one will dipute 
but Jesus alludes tosuch resurrection in his answer 
to the Saddusees, relative to the seven husbands. — 
Hear him. * For in the resurrection they neither 
marry, nor are given in marriage ; but are as the an- 








gels of God in heaven.” (xxii. 30) Also, “ But they 
which shall be accounted worthy to obtain that world 
and the resurrection from the dead, neither marry 
uor are given in marriage, neither can they die any 
more; for they are equal unto the angels; and are 
the childrenof God, being the children of the resur- 
rection. (Lule xx. 25, 26.) Now reader be careful. 
There is no resurrection to damnation here; no 
judgment according to works, or decrees; nosecond 
death; and no lake of fire and brimstone. But they 
are as the angels of God which are in heaven (not in 
hell) they can die no more, but-are the children of 
God, because they are thé children of the resurrec- 
tion. 
Do the scriptures prove a punishment after the re- 
surrection to future life? No, they prove the contra. 
ry. When Paul proves the literal resurrection of 
mankind from that of Jesus, in the xv. of 1 Cor. he 
say's nothing of a judgment, or of the doctrine of end- 
ess misery... But when speaking of the resurrection 
to future life, so explicitly, ifhe believed at that aw- 
fal moment millions would sink in endless woe, why 
did he not intimate it then? Especially if he thougtt 
it an essential doctrine to salvation and to good mo- 
rals? Should any preacher of this day, believing in 
cndless misery, undertake todescribe the resnrrec- 
tion, should we not beara glowing account of suns 
and worlds, and systems melting in the flame of Je- 
hovali’s wrath, the blessed admittance of the repliteous 
into beaven, and the wofnl state of the wicked, paint- 
ed in all the frightful colors ef modern eloquence ? 
Yes, the impassioned tone of affected svmpathy and 
horror would warm youthful blood to enthusiasm, 
and bid tears and sighs stream over the picture of hu- 
man sufferings. But said Paul, * Asin Adam (our 
earthly nature) ali die; even so in Christ (our hear- 
enly nature) shail all be made alive.” So far froma 
second death, he not only declares, that ald shall be 
alive in Christ, but that “ death, the last enemy, shal? 
be destroyed.* 

And as the glory ef the moon is to the glory of the 
sun. * Soalsoss tie resurrection of the dead. It i 
sown in corruption, st is raised in incorruption ; It is 





}sownd in dishonor, it is raised in giory ; it is sown in 
and then the rest of the saints rise with the wicked | 


weakness, it is rased in power; it issowna natural 
body, it 1s raised a spiritual body.” Now is it net 2a 
wonder that Paul should not have said, itis sown in 
corruption, but shall be raised often more corrupt; 
itis cownindishonor, but shall be often raised to 


i shame and eternal disgrace; it is sown in weakness, 
done good, unto the resurrection of life; and they | 
that have done evil, unto a resurrection of Camna- | 








but manv shall be raised in pollution and endless 
pam: it is sown a natural body, but many shall be 
raised asensuai devilish body. He goes on to say, 
“As webave borne the image of the earthly, we 
shall also bear the image ofthe heavenly.” Observe, 
he does not say, we have all borne the image of the 
earthly, and some shall bear the image of the heavens 
ly and others the image of Satan. He proceeds, *“* So 
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 


' and this mortal snall have put on immortality, then 


shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, 
‘death is swallowe: up in victory.” Now reader 
turn over your bible to the xxv chap. of Isaiah, and 
you will find that saying, 5,6, 7,8. Here you will 
learn, that the Apostle and Prophet did not allude to 
saints alone. For the apostle’s language is universal, 
and the Prophet describes Jehovah making a feast 
for ald people, and removing the vail that is spread 
over all nations, and the covering that is cast over 
all people. That the-Lord God will swallow up 
death in victory, and will wipe away tears from off 
all faces. No wonder the Apostle, after quoting 
from tins passage, should feel the inspiration of se 


*Thus stands the 26th verse in the original Greek. 
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grand and glorious atruth and exclaim, **Oh death 
where is thy sting ? Ob hades* where is thy victory ?” 
There is not a single word in the whole of this chap- 
ter that intimates any thing like misery afler (he re- 
surrection. All things in space, according to this 
chapter, are to be subdued to Jesus, except the Fa- 
ther. Andthe apostle enlarges upon the subject, 
declaring, that a// shall be alive in Christ ; that death 
shall no more exist; and that immortality, incorrupt- 
ibility, honor and glory, shall be the principles of ou 
second nature, triumphant over death and hades ; and 
God shall be allinall! Hence, we see, that Jesus 
and Paul both agree in their accounts of a glorious 
resurrection to a state of exalted purity and happi- 
ness. Butthey both differ as much as possible, from 
those allegorical accounts, which we first examined. 
Wheretore, it follows, that if the scriptures be true 
and consistent with themselves, the first descriptions 
or the /ast must be figurative. But all will admit 
‘he dast one literal, therefore, the first cannot be so. 
And of course, they cannot allude to a resurrection 
toa future state. If I am wrong, I would thank any 
gue to come before the publie and expose my error. 
You now have my reasons for rejecting the literal 
meaning ofour text; for not admitting a literal re- 
surrection of the dead therein described; and for 
thinking the whole alludesto cational and religious ; 
‘events in the progress of cliristianity. 
{To be continued.) 

*This word occurs cleven times in the bible. In 
the common version, it is translated Hell, ten times ; 
ond in the above passage alone, it is rendered grave. 
in other places, it has been supposed to mean end- 
‘rss intsery. Yet the apostle boldly asks, Oh Hades, 
where is thy victory? The translators thought it 
best to call it grave in this place ! 


THE MONITOR. 


“6 Open rebuke us belter than secret tove.”»—Proverbs 














To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 

Juuhe xviii. 18. ** What shali Ido to inherit eter- 
nat life 2” 

Shall the answer be, do nothing? or will it do to 
-ay, do as you please, go on in ali the pleasures ot the 
carnal mind, and indulge yourself in all the wicked- 
ness you please, and you shall be saved? Now, if 
«il men must unquestionably and unavoidably be 

aved, then this answer would be correct. But does 

ihis agree with what Christ says, when he was asked 
‘his question? He says, * yet lackest thou one 
hing,” Luke xvin. 22. Paul and Silas being asked 
a similar question, answer, ‘‘ believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and you shall be saved.” Acts xvi. 31. 
Now lL ask, if a man is sure of eternal life, how can 
they lack ove thing? or why is it necessary to*be- 
lieve on the Lord Jesus Christ, if salvation is for ev- 
ery man, be their conduct what it may? and why 
should it be said, that salvation is far from the wick- 
ed? Psa. exix. 155. Again, Ixxxv. 8,9. “I will 
hear what God the Lord will speak; for be will 
speak peace unto his people, and to his saints—sure- 
iv his salvation 1s nigh them that fear him.” 

I ask again, if all will be saved, how can salvation 
he far from the wicked, and nigh to God’s saints ana 
them that fear him? And how is it said the wicked 
is driven away i) his wickedness, but the righteous 
hath hope ip his death? Proy. xiv. 32. 

S. CROSBY. 

Little Valley, Cattaraugus Co. June 13, 1825. 

REMARKS. 

The author of the above inquiries is personally un- 

Known to as; but the frankness and candor with | 





o-cbe ee 





which he states his objections to the ductiine of uni- 
versalism, cotitles hir: to our thanks, as wellas to 
our cheerful endeavors to make a bref, but efectu- 
al reply. 

_ Betore we attempt, however, to give an explang- 
tion of the subjeet proposed, a few prelimmary ob- 
servations may he necessary. We perceive, that, 
like thousands ef others, our friendly correspondent 
entertains some mistaken notions about the doctrine 
of universal salvation. He appears to take the sen- 
tiinent in the gross, encumbered with the tare and 
tret of modernerthoduxy. This is evident from the 
manner in which his objections are stated. fic asks, 
** What shall Ido to inherit eternal jive? Stall the 
answer be, do nothing? or will it do to say, do as 
you please; go on in all the pleasures of the carnal 
mind; indulge yourself in all the wickedness you 
please, and you shal! be saved?” One word will set 
our correspondent right in this maiter. What is 
incant by sa/vation? Now, half christendom will 
answer, it means a deliverance from the penaliy of 
God’s law. But this is not true: Fur God will by 
no means clear the guilty. Ex. xxxiv. 7. Hence 
ihe mistake. People, educated with that deiusive 
supposition forming the groundwork of their hopes, 
and hearing something said about wreversal salva- 
tion, immediately conciude that we mean to be ua- 
derstood that mankiud will be saved from punish- 
ment in their sins. Butonce forall we inform ou 
correspondent, that the salvation for which we con- 
tend, is a deliverance from sin, which is consiiered 
perfectly compatible with, and founded upon priuci- 
ples of eternal and immutable justice, even tha j1s- 
tice which requires that every transgression aud 
disobedience shall receive a full recommpence of pun- 
ishment. With this in view, we proceed. 


And first, we must settle an important question. 
What are we to understand by the words * eternal 
life?” If by these words we are to understand a 
state of exclusive happiness and endless blessedness 
in another niode of being, we coniess ourselves ig- 
norant of the subject. For neither ourselves por 
any other man or number of men know, or can know 
any ‘hing about the matter, if it is only to be realized 
in another state of being, until we have another revee 
lation given ys, or are called away from this imperfect 
world. But we answer thus question in the words of 
an apostle. ‘This is life eternal that they might 
know thee, the only living and true God and Jesus 
Christ whom thou hast sent” A knowledge of God, 
then, by which we mean an experimental know!l- 
edge of iis diviue periections, promises, covenant. 
purpose, &c- as declared in or through Jesus Christ, 
is life eternal. This settled, and we may ask the 
question again in other words. ‘‘Good Master, 
|what shall I do to inherit or enjoy a knowledge of 


the livivg and true God, and bis Sou Jesus Christ?” * 
The answer is plain. “Thou knowest the com- &. 
mandmeats, do not commit adultery, do not kill, do ae 
not bear false witness, honor thy father and thy mo- os 
ther. ‘ iy 


Png. 


- 


Now if we keep in mind the definition which we 
have given the words “ eternal life” the propriety of 
the above answer will appear obvious; whereas if 
we suppose that eternal life, and immortal blessed- 
ness are synonymous terms, our Saviour’s answer 
would contradict other declarations of the inspired 
penman. For example, we are told that “ salvation 
is not of works lest any man should boast.” And 
farther. The propriety of our observations is more 
apparent when we consider the importance ofa right 
frame of mind. Noman can obtain a true knowl- 
edge of God unless he is possessed of a disposition to 
receive instruction. And in order to profit from the 
counsel of others he must have the utmost confidence 
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in the one to whom he applies for information.— 
Hence it was said to those who addressed our Sa- 
viour on this subject, “ verily Lsay unto you, who- 
soever shall not receive the kingdom of God (by 
which is meant the reign of Christ on earth) like a 
little child, shall in no wise enter the:ein.” And 
hence also, the propriety of our Saviour’s declaration 
as expressed in ver. 22. “ Yet lackest thou one thing; 
sell all that thou hast and distribute unto the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: (a state of 
happiness) and come follow me.” As if he had said, 
‘“‘ forsake the vanities of the world—abandon ll 
hopes of permanent joy in the accumulation of wealth 
or the acquisition of honor—relieve the necessitics of 
the poor, the widows and fatherless—receive my 
testimony, my instructions and the evidences of my 
love for sinners—copy my examples in despising the 
pride, the pomp, the glory of earthly rulers—esieem 
all others as good as yourself—be humble before 
God, and entertain a proper sense of your dependence 
and unworthiness, and you shall have that everlast- 
ing consolation, which falls to the lot of the follow- | 
ors of the meck and lowly Jesus, even joys continu- | 
ing forevermore !” 


us eternal life, and this life isin his son.” And who- 
ever believeth that Jesns is the Christ, is born of 
God. 

Our corresyoudent will by this time understand 
how it can be said, with propriety, that ‘* salvation is 
far from the wicked.” He will at once discover that 
the very expression, that salvation is far from the 
wicked. implies that there is salvation at a distance 
in store for them. Ged speaks peace to believers, 
while on the other hand ‘there is no peace to the 
wicked saith my God.” But when all are saved from 
sin, there will be none wicked—no not one! 

Lastly. How is it said that “the wicked is driven 
away in his wickedness, but the righteous hath hope 
in his death? Ans. The wicked are like the trou- 
bled sea when it cannot rest,—they have no peace 
day nor night—they cannot rest—they are in tor- 
ment—they know not God nor the power of his love 
—they doubt and are damned. But the believer, the 
righteous man, has a hope or confident expectation 
of final deliverance from sin, death and misery, which 
hope is founded upon the sure mercies of God, his 
everlasting justice, the immutability of his divine per- 
fections, and the eternity of hislove for every being 


But “ when he heard this he was very sorrowful: | to whom he has given life! In a word, he believes the 
for he was very rich.” *‘* Alas,” says one, ‘ must we | truth—the eternal truth, that God is the Saviour of 


forsake the pLEAsURES of the carnal mind in order to 
obtain the blessings of the truth?” Away with such 


all men, and rests his hope on that everlasting rock. 
This hasty view of the subject will suggest to the 


nonsense. Who but acorrupt priesthood ever thought | mind of our friend the leading ideas of universalists 


that sin was *‘ pleasant to the taste, and a thing to be 
desired to make one wise!” Our esteemed cor- 
respondent is informed that ** the way of transgressors 
is hard,” and that “‘in keeping the commandments 
there is a great reward.” 

We shall now endeavor to answer the questions of 
our correspondent in the order in which they stand. 

1, What shall I do to inherit eternal life? Answer. 


| on the subject proposed for our consideration. If it 
is not entirely satisfactory we hope to hear again 
from our correspondent who will believe us his friend 
| and the friend of truth. 





Mr. Gross: Six,—I am sorry tosee so much ex- 
citement against Mr. Fillmore. In my opinion he 





Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt have | 
the joys, the hupes, the blessings of the gospel which | 
proclaims a blessing forall people. Dothis and you | 
shall be saved, not from deserved punishment but | 
from stn. Do this and you shall have the love of 
God shed abroad in tue heart. 

2. Will it do to say, doas you please; go onin all 
the pleasures of the carnal mind, and indulge your- 
self in all the wickedness you please, and you shall 
be saved? Ans. No. For the carnal mind is enmity 
against God, and you will be damned as Jong as you 
are under its dominion. Now we say that all men 
will unquestionably be saved from sin and consequent 
misery, but they will not be saved as long as they are 
damned! “He that believeth not is condemned 
{damned} already,” and we can never be saved until 
we believe and practice according to the gospel. 

3. Ifa man is sure of eternal life how can he lack | 
one thing? Ans. As long as a man is ina state of un- 
belief in Jesus Christ he is not sure of eternal life. 
That is, he has no assurance that the record of God 
is trae, and therefore doubts and is damned; altho’ 
his unbeliof will never alter the truth, yct he is not! 
saved from sin and consequent misery for the time 
being. He malses God a liar and brings condemna- 
ton on himselt. See 2 John 5. 10. “ He that believ- 
eth on the Son of God HATH THE WITNESS IN HIM- 
SELF: he that believeth not God, hath made him a 
LIAR; because he believeth not the record that God 
gave of his Son.” 

4. Why is it necessary to believe on the Lord Je- 
sus Christ, if salvation is for every man, let their 
conduct be what it may? Ans. No mancan be sav- 

ed in sin, or from deserved punishment ; but we are 
all required to believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as 
our Saviour for this very good reason, viz. because 
he is our Saviour before we believe, and because far- 
ther, that * this is the RECORD tliat God hath given 











ought not to be held accountable for any thing done 
in his official capacity. But even if the *‘ world’s 
people” had a right to scrutinize his conduct, what 
has hedone? Why simply converted the Thayers, 
from Paganism to Universalism, anc then to Meth- 
odism. 

Itis said that no person ever heard that the Thay 
ers “‘ were inclining to Universalism” until it was 
announced by Mr. Fillmore. Admitted, it only fol- 
lows that he hasmade use of one of those * pious 
frauds,” which have been tolerated in all ages of the 
world. Itis well known, too, that few felons have 
been executed, of late years, without being made to 
say by some pious priest, as the only condition of par- 
don, that they were once universalists. [| know that 
itis contended by some, that misrepresentation nev- 
er ought to be resorted to, particularly among cbris- 
tians; that reason and scripture onght to be the only 
means of putting down heretical doctrines, But why 
be so fastidious about the means provided the end 1s 
attained ! 

Mr. Fillmore’s veracity ought not to be impeached 
barely because he refused to admit that he had ta- 
ken the Thaycrs’ confession in writing, when he had 
the paper in his pocket. This was only suppressio 
vert. But suppose you give it the harshest name and 
call it a falsehood, who does not know that even one 
of the ancient patriarchs made use ofone on a cer- 
tain occasion. ' A LAYMAN. 


>> Our unknown correspondent is entitled 
to our thanks for the friendly hints he has given 
us, and the public, in relation to the unaccoun- 
table conduct of Mr. Filmore. We will assure 
him that no unfair means shall be used to rebut 
the false and slanderous insinuations of the man 
who has dared to outrage truth in the most un- 
christian and ungodly manner. Steps are ta- 











GOSPEL ADVOCATE. WYi 





king to set matters right, aud in due time will 

ve made known to the public. At present we 

shall add no mote. 
EXCISEMAN IN HELL. 

A certain exciseman of London, being newly mar- 
ried, resolved to spend the first week at the house of 
the bride’s father, in Newcastle. Overcome by a 
ioo liberal use of wine, and falling into a very pro- 
found sleep, the friends of the bridegroom let him 
down into a coal pit, expecting to reap a harvest of 
mirth from his astopishment on waking. Ip a few 
hours he awoke and was surreunded by the miners. 
Says, ove of a rough appearance & gruff voice, “* Who 
are you and how came ycu hither?” The bridegroom 
supposing limselfin hell, submissively taking off his 
hat, replied, ** How I came here I know not; but I 
suppose Idied.” ** Who and what are you?” repeat- 
edthe miner. ‘* When on earth,” replied the bride- 
groom, ‘ f was John Grant, the exciseman: both a 
righteous msn and a psalm-singer; but now, seeing 
Tam in hell, 1 will be any thing your Devilship plea- 
Se@s. 

Qurery.—WV as it not reasonable, that the man, he- 
ing forever excluded from the favor of God, and the 
hope of heaven, should seek to obtain a friendly al- 
liance With his new master? 


VAN PATTEN, THE MURDERER. 

A man by the name of Van Patten, was, not 
long since, hung in Schenectady for the murder 
ofa Mrs. Schermerhorn. His guilt was estab- 
lished by the most clear and undoubted testimo- 
ny. Before his execution he narrated, in what 
he calls his Confession, many incidents of his 
lite, acknowledged the murder of Mrs. Scher- 
horn, detailed very minutely the circumstances 
attending the horrid transaction, and inter- 
spersed the whole with his religious experience 
and profession. He was a member of an or- 
thodox church. 

Van Patten, according to his own confession, 
was a firm, unwavering believer, of the doctrine 
of endless wo. Before and after he committed 
the murder he believed the wicked would be 
eternally tormented. The day, on which he 
sent a fellow being out of existence, and dipped 
his hands in the blood of a female, be openec a 
school, which he was teaching, with prayer. In 
no instance, under no circumstance, even when 
his hands were dripping with the blood ofa bhu- 
man being, did he profess to be a Universalist. 
He and his friends, in hopes of saving him from 
the gallows, alleged insanity as the cause of the 
murder: but never was it thought expedient to 
attvibute the diabolical deed to the influence of 
abeliefin Universalism. Even his religious 
advisers were not sufficiently expert in the 
words adopted to disgrace Universalists and U- 
niversalism, to resortto duplicity, and cause 
Van Patten to say a belief in Universal Salva- 
tion induced him to murder the object of his 
hatred. 

Here isa believer in endless misery, who 
committed a horrid murder, under the most ag- 
gravated circumstances, and for which he suff- 
ered according to the laws of his country.— 
Shall I say the cold blooded murder was the 








| will not. But I will tell the orthodox they can- 
| not. produce a case like this, that so materially 
| concerns us as this does them. They say a be- 
lief in eternal torments restrains the passions, 
and conduct of man, while a fixed faith in the 
final happiness of all men, unbridles the pass- 
| ions and imposes no restraint upon their actions. 
Fact shows these premises to be false. Van 
Patten was a believer in endless suffering ;— 
How believed in the eternity of hell torments ; 
both were murderers and both were publicly 
executed. : 





A man by the name of Seth Elliott was late- 
ly executed for murder, in Castine, Maine, who 
professed his beiief in the doctrine of endless 
misery. These persons, How, Van Patten,and 
Elliott have committed murder and been exe- 
cuted within a year ; all of whom believed in e- 
ternal torments. Who daresay, whois so cor- 
rupt as to assert, Universalism leads men to 
marder and the commission of every crime, 
when fact, in a voice of thunder, speaks a diff- 
erentlanguage. We donot say, a beliefin end- 
less misery leads men to murder, but know, it 
does not impose the restraint which itis said to 
impose.— Universalist. 





WESTERN & BLACK RIVER ASSOCIATION. 

These Associations have met, according to 
adjournment, et Eatonsbush and Watertown, 
and we venture to predict, that the first and 
second weeks of this month will form a grand 
epoch in the history of universalism. Though 
an unusual excess of business came before the 
councils, and much zeal, energy, and some 
warmth, were manifested in the discussions, 
some of which were very interesting and by 
no means ineloquent, yet order, good will, and 
brotherly concessions, reigned predominant, and 
seemed to indicate, that the pleasure of the 
Lord shall prosper in our hands. 

The principal subject which excited peculiar 
interest, was the formation of a State Conven- 
tion, which being effected with general appro- 
bation, is denominated The Universalist Con- 
vention of the State of New-York. Indepen- 
dent & uncontrolled by any other Ecclesiastical 
assembly, this Convention consisting of Minis- 
ters, chosen as delegates, by the associations, 
forms the supreme court for the Universalists of 
this state. The Western Association heuce- 
forth disclaims all authority over the branches, 
recommending them to declare themselves in- 
dependent associations, cultivating friendly in- 
tercourse with each other by visiting committees 
and cemented in fraternal alliance in the state 
convention. Accordingly the Black River 
branch, having approved of the proceedings 
of the Western Association, struck out the 
word branch, and will be known henceforth as 
The Black River Association. In order to 
show its desire of fellowship and reciprocal at- 





fruit of his belief in eternal torments? No, I | citations. 


tachment, the council appointed delegates to 
visit the Western, Genesee, and Cayuga Asso- 
The Brethren in Chatauque and 
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Wayne, haying applied for the formation of 
new branch associations, the consideration of 
the subjects were referred to the Genesee 
Branch, which should it think expedient, can 
establish a new association, either to the East 
or West of that tract, which it may wish to re- 
tain as its own territorial district. ‘The Breth- 
ren on the North River were recommended to 
form a new association, to be denominated 
* The Hudson Association,’ Thus itis ex- 
pected that in 1826, New-York will contain 
six Universalist Associations, united in one 


grand body, in the State Convention. As: 


ministers the Lord has succeeded our labors, 
the fields are white for harvest, and as a body 
iu general, the Lord has done great things for 
us, whereof we are glad. 


J.S. THOMPSON. 


ORTHODOX EXPEDIENTS. 


We extract the following * forms of bequest,” 
from the “ American Baptist Magazine.” The 
giving to widows and orphans is truly a godly 
act, and will be approved by every humane 
person, of every denomination, whether the 
needy are widows of clergymen, or laymen. 
Bot the bequest for educating pious, alias lazy, 
young men, and for missionary purposes gen- 
erally, is deserving of reprehension, as one a- 
mong many efforts which are made to aid the 
cause of antichrist. The above mentioned ex- 
pedient may be called the last gripe; as the par- 
ty is supposed to leave this world, and no lon- 
ger be accessible to religious beggars and pious 
harpies. 

FORMS OF BEQUEST. 

Form of Bequest to the Massachusetts Bap- 
tist Charitable Society, for the relief of 
Widows and Children of deceased Baptist 
Ministers within this Commonwealth. 


Item. I give, bequeath, and devise ta the 
Massachusetts Baptist Charitable Society, for 
the relief of Widows and Children of deceased 
Baptist Ministers,” within the state of Massa- 
chusetts, dollars, to be paid te the treas- 
urer of the Charitable Society aforesaid, within 
one year after my decease. 


Form of Bequest to the Massachusetts Bap- 
tist Charitable Society for the use and ben- 
efit of Widows and Children of deceased 
Ministers of the Association. 

Item. I give, bequeath, and devise to the 

“‘ Massachusetts Baptist Charitable Society,” 

in trust, for the benefit of the Widows and 

Children of deceased Ministers of the Associa- 

tion, the sum of dollars, to be paid to the 

Treasurer af said Society, within one year after 

my-decease. 

Porm of Bequest to the Executive Committee 
of the Massachusetts Baptist Education 
Society. 

Irem. I give, bequeath, and devise to the 

“ Executive Committee of the Massachusetts 

Baptist Education Society,” for the purpose of 


aiding pious young men in obtaining education 
for the Christian Ministry, dollars, to be 
paid tothe treasurer of the said Society, within 
rone year after my decase. 








POETRY. 


! will sing praise to thy name, O thou most Mish. 
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FROM THE LONDON CHRISTIAN DISCIPLE. 
THE ORPHAN BEGGAR. 


A TRUE STORY. 





’ 
A little buy, an orphan too, 

W hose finger ends with cold were blue, 
With pearly drops in either eye, 

Ready to start when pity’s nigh, 

With timid steps approach’d a door, 

(Some scanty pi{tance to implore) 

Whose brazen knocker, smooth and brigiii. 
Mock’d all the efforts of the wight, 
His little hands its place supplied, 
And oven flew the portal wide. 

A clergyman of inodern date, 

Less fam’d fur kindness than estate, 
Now ey’d the boy from top to toe, 
And list’ning to the tale of woe, 
Said, ** Take this crust, tis mouldy Ux.. 
But still "tis good enough for you !” 

The boy received it with gosd grace. 
And turo’d about to quit the place. 

“ Stop,” said the priest, ‘an orphan boy 
Shuuld pot pursue such bad employ. 
Answer me this, pray con you read *” 
*¢ Ab no sir, tis a truth indeed.” 

Not read! wiy then you cannot pray | 
Pll teaeh you; after ine thus say : 

Our Father who in heaven art.” 

(** Our Father” touched his little heari 
‘Is He your Fatlier, thea, and mine *”’ 
** Yes,” said tue parsonified divine ; 

‘“‘ God is the father of us all— 

Of rich and poor, of great aud small." 
With feelings undisguis’d, the buy 
Summ’d up the whole in this reply 

“ We’re brothers—l!et it not be said, 
You ever gave me mouldy bread.” 





** & Alias,” requesting an exposition of 1 Cur. 
16, 18 is received, and wil! be noticed next weck. 


> The request of ** John” for information on the 
subject of the denialof the use of the Presbyterian 
meeting house, iv this place, for the accommodation 
of a funeral, will becomplied with next weck. In 
the meantime we cannot but express our regret at 
being frequently compelled to notice affairs so un- 
christian in their nature and so very disagreeab!e.— 
But our paper is open to all, and when we are re- 
quested to state facts, we offer our columns to the 
accused in which they may defend themselves if they 
please. 
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